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Enter, lIT

il he announcement that the central government has ap-
fi2 proved a scheme to set up an indian Institute of Tech-
ik nology at the Farmagudi campus is welcome news for
students and the state in general To be set up on a public-
private participation basis on a 85:15 ratio, the proposed HT
is expected to get Rs 100-150 crore financial contribution
from the Centre, while the state government will invite bids
to finalize the private partner for the project.

Goa is one of 20 states scheduled to have new [Ts and
when set up this will increase career options for local students,
though it is unclear if any time-frame has been placed to get
the IIT started.

Students might also take heart that last week's visit by
Union Human Resource Development Minister M M Pallam
Raju also saw the process of setting up a separate campus for
the National Institute of Technology get a further nudge. Cur-
rently the NIT runs from a new block at the Farmagudi
campus, where it has been operational from 2010. Sourcing
iand for the project has not been an easy issue for the govern-
ment,

The ministry and NIT board had soughta 300-acre campus
site, but given the small size of our state and the shortage of
fand, besides the difficalty inland acquisition, the government
was wise at one stage to negotiate a smaller parcel of land for
the NIT, offering 120 acres instead.

Several sites were considered and dropped, including
Ponda and at Polem which were found to be too distant from
the airport besides running into local opposition. A site near
Cuncolim also ran into trouble with locals opposing the same.
To the state government's credit, it stuck to its demand that
the ministry assure a 50 per cent reservation of seats for
Goan students in the NIT. At one stage, this 50 per cent quota
was projected to be shared between Goa and Dadra and
Nagar Haveli, besides Daman and Diu. Pallam Raju's reiteration
that the Centre had now agreed to the 50 per cent reservation
exclusively for Goan students will now bring the project closer
£o fruition.

Obviously, NITs that have come to replace the then 17
existing regional engineering colleges in 2007 are prestigious
institutions of national importance. When the Goa NIT
was proposed under the 12th Five Year Plan, it was offered
a Rs 250 crore structure to be borne by the Centre on land
provided free by the state government. The latter has
been posing a problem, with the state government quite
rightly holding its own in trying to get the most for its stu-
dents for the trade-off in providing the land. While it is
true that other states are able to provide larger campus
sites, this is a genuine problem in tiny Goa with a land re-
source crunch. Economy in such disbursements is always
awiser policy, unlike the large parcels handed over in the
past.

Until the education system evolves to higher levels of dif-
ferentiation in curriculum, coinciding with a student-friendly,
mutidisciplinary curriculum that leverages a student's strengths
rather than the convenience of teaching staff/institutions,
there will continue to be a demand for traditional engineering
and medicine and consequently science streams for the more
scholarly inclined, who see these as conventional avenues to
build a career.

Thousands appear for the 1,300 engineering seats on offer
in the few aided and non-aided engineering degree coileges
in Goa. An upgraded NIT and proposed HT will offer further
options within the stream for local students, though the fact
that only some 34 students cieared the HT/JEE exams this
year suggests that Goa would have to find the coaching mech-
anisms to increase these numbers substantially if it intends
utilizing its 50 per cent reservadon in the NIT or even ensuring
high local presence in the T in future, The shortfall of science
seats in higher secondary institutions, as witnessed this year,
will also have to be addressed, both with additional capacity
and some attention to career/aptitude guidance to prevent
students from chasing down only conventional streams of
study.
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IIT-B students unveil first electric race car

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, JUNE 3

Students of II'T Bembay
unveiled India’s first elec-
tric race car, manufac-
tured and des1gned by IIT
Bombay Racing.

The car named Evoz
capable of achlevmg
100kmph in 5 seconds is
participating in the UK
Formula Student competi-
tion, to be held from 3rd to
7th July at Silverstone F1
circuit.

Entrants from 32 coun-
tries are gearing up to par-
ticipate in the event.

A team of 20 design engi-
neers, assisted by 25 junior
engineers and guided by 8
mentors,
mammoth task of design-
ing this machine.

The IIT Bombay Racing
team had manufactured
the first electric race car
in 2012. Back then, it could
not meet the international
standards at the Formula
Student UK.

Nonetheless, it estab-
lished a platform  for
upcoming aspirants in the
institute.

“We have come a long
way since we began the tri-

achieved the

als. Today, ‘the Evo2 is
ready to .compete with
more than 100 universities
from round the globe. -As
we know, Europeans lead
the way in Auto motive
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DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMEBAL, JUNE 3

Students of ITT Bomb-
ay unveiled India's
first electric race car,
built and designed by
IT Bombay ‘Racing.’
The car named Evo2,
capable of achieving
100kmph in 5 seconds
is participating in the
UK Formula Student

desigmn g it.
The

began
IIT Bombay

the
Today, the ¥vo2 is

triais.

Ma_mly sweat makes
other men cooperative

TAKE A WHIFF, men. A chemical com-
ponent of other guvs sweat makes men

engineering. This was a
great platform to interact
with them and develop our
own ideas, unplementmg
our technology, said
Sonam Motwani, team-
leader and final year stu-
dent, Aerospace engineer-
ing at IIT-B.

The Evo2 is an electric
run car, weighing 290 kg
with a 2 step linear gear-
box, and sits on a MS space *
frame chassis. Requiring
not more than three hours
of charging, the vehicle
has a full scale, real-time
on-board Data acquisition
system installed.

more cooperative and
generous, new research
says. The study is the
first to show that this
pheromone, called
androstadienone, infla-
ences other men's beha-
vior and reinforces the
developing finding that

competition, to be
held from 3rd to Tth
July at Silverstone F1
circuit. Entrants from
32 countries are tak-
ing partin the event.
A team of 20 design
engineers, assisted by
25 junior engineers
and guided by 8 men-
tors, achieved the
mammoth task of

Racing team had man-
ufactured the first
electric race car in
2012, Back then, it
could not meet inter-
national standards at
the Formula Student
UK. Nonetheless, it
established a platform
for upcoming aspi-
rants in the institute,
“We have come a
long way since we

ready to compete with
more than 100 univer-
sities from round the
giobe, Europeans lead
in automotive engi-
neering, this is a great
platform to interact
with them and develop
our ideas,” said
Sonam Motwani, team
leader and final year
student, Asrospace
ongineering at IIT-B.

humans are susceptible
and responsive to these chemical signals.
Pheromones are everywhere in the ank
mal world, but scientists did not know if
humans played that game as well. But in
the last 30 years, they have identified
both male and female putative
pheromones that are Hnked to mood and
reproductive cycles, Researchers feel
that thelr finding may hearken back to a
time when cooperation between males
confer-red a survival advantage.
— PLOS ONE
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83.8% II'T cut-oft
for ISC students

Yogita Rao|tan

Mumbai: ISC students need
to have scored above 83.8%
intheirboard examsto be el
igible for an IIT seat. They
nevertheless, will have to
clear both the Main and Ad-
vanced levels of Joint En-
trance Exam (JEE) tosecure
a seat in the premier engi-
neeringcollege.

This is the first vear that
the HT council has intro-
duced a two-tier admission
test. Thel.blakheandidates,
who gualified in the JEE
(Main), appeared for the Ad-
vanced level on Sunday. The
ones who clear that level as
well, will have to fall in the
top 20 percentile of theirre-
spective boards.

Withthe CouncilforIndi-
an School Certificate Exam-
inations (CISCE) releasing
the rather high cut-off
marks for beinginthetop 20
percentile fo be eligible for
HT several students, who
have scored less than 83.8%,
may be out of the race, even
though they clear JEE (Ad-
vanced). The ISC cut-off is

inthe open category, the
HT cut-off for the top 20
percentile of the CISCE is
419 out 0f 500. it is 397 for
OBC, 378 for SC and 351 for
the ST category

higher than that of CBSE
and the state board as ifs
schools have fared better
than that of the other two.
CBSE has pegged the cut-off
for IIT aspirants at 78.2%
and the state board at 64.3%.

The council’s circular
stated that the percentile of
candidates who passed in
English and other best four
stibjectsinthe20i3examare
calculated category-wise. In
the open category, the cut-off
15 419/500, for OBC, it is 397,
SC 378 and ST 351, “The cut-
off may have come as a dis-
appointment for students
who have scored in 70s and
iess than 83.8%,” said Pra-
veen Tvagi, MD of coaching
institute, HTians Pace. “The
high cut-offs could prove to
beadisadvantagefor border-
line students.”
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HRD gives up
on NCHER Bill

Plans a co-ordination mechanism for
regulators to push reform in education

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

HE Human Resource De-

I velopment Ministry has

given up on its ambitious
bill for a National Council for
Higher Education and Research,
the single regulator that was pro-
posed to be forged from the merger
of University Grants Commission,
AllIndia Council for Technical Ed-
ucation, Council of Architecture
and other such agencies, and is in-
stead working on a,co-ordination
mechanism for the regulators.

The ministry has held a series of
meetings to work out the mecha-
nism to co-ordinate among regula-
tors and discuss and implement is-
sues of common interest, such as
UGC'’s anti-ragging norms which
are largely acceptable to engineer-
ing institutes regulated by AICTE
and medical colleges overseen by
the Medical Council of India.

The HRD ministry hopes the
co-ordination mechanism, which
has not been named yet, would
serve as a system to introduce re-
form in higher education and as a
forum to build consensus on major
policy issues.

The proposal to subsume all
regulatory agencies, which often
end up working at odds with each

e A i e i, et e

other, into an overarching regulator:
for higher education was made by
two key panels, the PM’s Natio'naj
Knowledge Commission headed b
Sam Pitroda and the Committee
for Rejuvenation of Higher Edu-
cation led by Prof Yash Pal.

The ministry then introduced a
bill, after ironing out differences
with the health ministry, to set up
NCHER. However, as with several
other bills piloted by the ministry, it
got stuck in Parliament, so the min-
istry decided to push through what-
ever reforms are possible through
the non-legislative route.

The co-ordination mechanism
for regulators is part of that effort,
aswas its decision to back the UGC
toreview and tighten standards and
regulations to ensure quality and
transparency in private universi-
ties, whose number is increasing by
the day.

The UGC has sought public
opinion on which provisions of the
UGC (Establishment of and Main-
tenance of Standards in Private
Universities) Regulations 2003
need to be repealed, revised,
amended or replaced; which pro-
visions are difficult to implement,
which could be misused or abused,
orwhich need to be made more ro-
bust to prevent lowering of stan-
dards of teaching and research.
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NTERNATIONAL compar-

isons of the performance of

higher education institutions
(HEISs) in terms of quality of teach-
ing and research outcomes are use-
ful tools for policymakers. They
help gauge the performance of in-
stxtun?:; responsible for creating
educated and trained manpower.
InIndia, HEIs have a poor record
of performance. None of the insti-
tutions, including the IITs and
IIMs, is ranked among the world’s
top 200 universities, according to
the survey conducted by Times
Higher Education (THE).

The prime minister recently ob-
served that many of India’s HEIs
hadnot “kept abreastwiththe
rapid changes that have taken
place in the world around usinre-
centyears, still producing gradu-
atesinsubjects that the job market
nolonger requires”.

Taking note, the Planning Com-
mission and the ministry of human
resources development (MHRD)
organised a conference titled
“National Policy Dialogue: Uni-
versity Ranking, Research Evalu-
ation, Research Funding”. The
conference focused on two mat-
ters. First, the suitability of the
methodology employed by the
THE for grading the Indian uni-
versities. Second, ways to raise the
standards of teaching, research
and scholarly publications so that
Indian universities scored better
under different parameters.

The world university rankings
are based on 13 indicators,
broadly grouped under four cate-
gories. These are teaching (30 per
cent), research and citations/ pub-
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Making the grade

Why the methodology for world university rankings is not suited to India

lications (30 per cent each), indus-
trial funding (2.5 per cent), and in-
ternational outlook and reputa-
tion (7.5 per cent). Ranking is
teacher-centric. So HEIs which
can attract and retain motivated
and trained faculty score well un-
der each parameter.

InIndia, overall scoressuffer be-
cause of the weightage given to
teaching. Most HEIs suffer from
shortages of trained teachers and
the student-teacher ratiois un-
favourable for quality teaching. A
majority of colleges and universi-
tiesare engaged inteachingat the
undergraduate level, while re-
search activity gets much lower
priority. Since teaching and re-

higher education do not attract
and retain faculty for quality re-
search and publications.

Needless to say, with research
and consultancy services offered
by HEIs at such a low ebb, finan-
cial support by industry is almost
negligible. As for the interna-
tional outlook and reputation of
HEIS, universities and colleges
are highly localised in terms of stu-
dent enrolment and the recruit-
ment of staff. International re-
cruitment of faculty is unthinkable
in India for financial and legal rea-
sons. And very few institutions at-
tract students from abroad.

So the methodology employed
forworld university rankings is not

Higher education institutions suffer from internal
inefficiency due to bad governance and external
inefficiency because of weak linkages with industry.

search are closely related, learning
attainments are adversely af-
fected, hence the increasing num-
ber of “unemployable graduates”.
Similarly, the weightage given
toresearch and publication is also
loaded against HEIs in India. All
universities (which number over
700) and colleges (over 37000) do
not have trained faculty, the re-
quired facilities and an academic
environment conducive to re-
search. Expenditure on research
and development isless than 0.5
per cent of the GDP. Moreover,
the model of higher education in
India is such that most competent
faculty move towards greener pas-
tures offered by the specialised in-
stitutes, such as the IT'Ts, IIMs or
the CSIR’s labs. HEIs for general

suited to HEIs in India. Unless
teaching and research activities
are strengthened to setthemon
parwithother international insti-
tutions, all comparisons would be
futile. A free and fair competition
requiresalevel playing field for
judging the performance.
Itseems unlikely that the rela-
tive strength and performance of
HEIswill significantly improve in
the foreseeable future. Inthe
Twelfth Five Year Plan, for in-
stance, the allocation for higher
education has been reduced by 60
per cent as compared to actual ex-
penditure in the Eleventh Plan.
While the Centre is planning to
launch the National Higher Edu-
cation Mission to improve access
toand the quality of education,
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the strategy for implementing this
scheme isyet to be formulated.

Moreover, atleast 60 per cent of
enrolment in higher education is
accounted for by private universi-
ties and colleges. Such institutions
notonly charge exorbitant fees
but also compromise on the qual-
ity of relevant education. It isnot
surprising that alarge number of
graduates, even from technical
and professional disciplines, do
not meet skill and competency
based requirements. Thisis also
true of institutions supported by
the government. The culture of
quality assurance and excellence
in research does not exist in most
of these institutions, which iswhy
they shy away from accreditation
bynational bodies. There are a
host of regulatory bodies to moni-
tor quality in higher education,
but they have failed to maintain
prescribed standards. Thisis often
attributed to corruption among
these bodies.

Briefly, HEIs suffer both from
internal inefficiency due tobad
governance and external ineffi-
ciency because of weak linkages
with industry and business organi-
sations. All the issues, including
governance, funding and account-
ability, should be thoroughly re-
viewed to make appropriate pol-
icy interventions. Improving the
performance of HEIs is critical for
ensuring economic competitive-
nessin global markets.

The writeris former
director, distance education
council IGNOU
express@expressindia.com
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Nationwide stir

next, protesters
warn university

NEW DELHI: With two days left
for Delhi University (DU) ad-
~missions to start under the

four-year un

dergraduate pro-
gramme (FYUP), student

groups of DU, Jawaharlal
Nehru University and Jamia
Mlllm Islamia came together
on Monday to protest against
the new graduation structure.
- Protesters at North Campus
bumed effigies of the Prime
Minister, Union human re-
source development minister
and the DU vice chancellor.
“The university administra-
tion and police refused to allow
" the protest to take place But
the student organisations,
teachers and DU students went
ahead and participated in the
demonstration despite repeat-
3 secgriom thed li
| mon\ tY an po ce,
“ said a member of Democratic
 Students’ Union.
~ “The students demanded to
speak to the VC, but the admin-
istration agreed to send the
proctor. We refused to talk to
“anyone but the VC.”

‘and the Students’ Islamic Or-
gamzation drganised the

’tﬂ:evcmsalssmg
mﬁmm:aised by academics

and experts, who feel that the
underprivileged sections will
be the worst hit by FYUP? DU
- gets 70 per cent students from
Hindi medium background.
‘There is already lack of
material translated in Hindi,”
added the member.

“The exit point policy will be
a deterrent for this section as -
smdenﬁt;:rnel:l“d;a'a‘liotofpme—
sure ( cially and socially)
to get a degree and a job.”
- The protest was followed by
acandlelight vigil at India Gate,
organised by teachers and stu-

HHiHHHIHHIIIHIHIHHHHHHHM
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dents’ group Joint Action Front
for Democratic Education,
which announced plans ofa na-

tionwide ca to start in
a few days Members of JNU
students’ union also joined the

- DSU, Campus Front of India  vigil.

Adm:ssionstoDUvnllstart
on June 27 (first cut-off list).
We will go to other cities and
villages and raise awareness
among the public about the
dangers of FYUP for reserved
category and poor students.
This is not an internal matter
of the varsity anymore; it in-
volves the future of many stu-

study dents,” said a protester.

According to students, apart
from increased financial bur-
den for an extended yearto get
an Honours degree, mandato-
ry studying of English, Science
and Maths under the founda-
tional course will discourage
those who, after a lot of strug-
gle, are able to reach college.
 DH News Service
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WASHINGTON: Researchers
are manufacturing geneti-
cally modified fungi to pro-
duce significantly cheaper
bio-fuel.

Bio-fuel is often obtained

from starchy plants - but this

places fuel production in com-
petition with food production.

At the Vienna University of
Technology, genetically modi-
fied mold fungi are created,
which have the ability to break
down long cellulose and xylan
chains into smaller sugar mol-
ecules. This could make the
production of bio-fuel a lot
cheaper. Lignocellulosic waste
such as sawdust or straw can
be used to produce bio-fuel -
but only if the long cellulose
and xylan chains can be suc-
cessfully broken down into
smaller sugar molecules.

To do this, fungi are used

M fungi to produce biofuel

wh;ch.bymeansohspeuﬁc
produoethe g

to necessary en-

zymes. Because this procedure

s.hmvu-yupmsive.re-: which

searchers have been
ing the molecular switch

in the fungus. As a result, it is
manufacture

Manufacturing bio-fuel from
lignocellulose is therefore a
preferable option.

“Lignocellulose from wood
waste or straw is the world’s
most common renewable raw
material but, due to its complex
structure, it is significantly
more to exploit than
starch,” said Prof RobertMmh
from the Institute of Chemical
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W

ical inductor are a decisive
price driver in bio-fuel manu-
, says Mach.

Many different strains of
fungus have been analysed,
with varying productivity.

“In one of the strains, a ran-
dom mutation occurred, which

stopped the chemical switch in
the fungus from functioning”,
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ISRO sets up
fellowship at
US varsity

Sfnivas Laxman | T

Mumbai: For the first time,
the Indian Space Research
Organization (ISR0O) has es-
tablished a fellowship at an
American university

The Indian space agency
has set up the fellowship at
the Graduate Aerospace Lab-
oratories of the prestigious
California Institute of Tech-
nology (Caltech). This fellow-
ship has been established in
honour of Satish Dhawan,
the ISRO chairman between
1972 and 1984,

The fellowship will pro-
vide an opportunity every
vear to one meritorious grad-
uating student from the asro-
spacedepartment of theIndi-
an Institute of Space Science
and Technology Thiruva-
nanthapuram.to pursue mas-
ters InAasrospace eENginesring
at Caltech, according to ISRO.
The programme begins with
Caltech’s winter session of
theacademic vear2013-14.

Satish Dhawan was an
alumnus of Caltech’s Gradu-
ate Aerospace Laboratories
andobtained his PhDin aero-

anarain 1051
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JEE (Advanced) 2013 stumps students

Change in negative marking scheme was the surprise element for many candidates, say experts

HT Education Correspondent g:gstﬁme. There were more questions on comprehension as com-
‘whteducation@hindustantimes.com to previous years’ papers.”
Physics: “Paper 2 was lengthy and difficult as compared to Paper 1.
first-ever Joint Entrance Examination Overall, the level of questions in this section was not difficult, but stu-
(JEE) Advanced 2013, that was meant for the dents found the language of questions quite difficult. The average
top 1.5 lakh students who cracked JEE (Main) score in this part would be around 24,” says Chaudhry.
2013, was held on June 2, 2013. There was no nega- Chemistry: It was more difficult than Paper 1. Many of the prob-
tive marking in questions with single correct lems were based on reaction mechanisms. Some of the questions from
answers in some parts. Questions with multiple inorganic chemistry were tough. Out of 20 questions, six were easy, six
options had negative marking, that was a surprise. questions were moderately tough and the remaining eight were diffi-
cult. The cut-off for this paper is expected to be around 24 marks.
Paper 1 Mathematics: This section was easy but lengthy. “Nine questions
This paper comprised 60 questions and students were from Class 11 syllabus and 11 questions were from Class 12 syl-
were marked on a total of 180 marks. Here is a sec- labus. The cut-off marks can be expected to be around 25 out of 60"
Physics: There were a few tricky questions in
this section. “Out of 20 questions, three were very
easy, two were difficult and the remaining were
W']ﬁeavmseorewouldhemm%m
" says Aakash Chaudhry, director; Aakash
Educational Services Ltd.

Chemistry: Some questions in this section were
very tricky and required indepth knowledge of the
subject. Out of 20 questions, four were easy, 10
were average and six were very difficult. aver-
age score would be around 30 out of 60.

Mathematics: This is a crucial section. “It was

Wmmmnmcﬁ%m
out of 60,” Chaudhry adds.




HTJaipur

HT Correspondent

® htraj@hindustantimes.com

or a large number of
Fstudent.s who cleared
the JEE Mains exami-
nation this year, the CBSE
cut off score for the top 20
percentile came as a brutal
shock.

Despite clearing the first
phase of one of the toughest
entrance tests, many stu-
dents will not get admission
in any IIT even if they clear
the JEE Advance as their
names have failed to make it
to the CBSE’s top 20 per-
centile.

Under the new two-phased
Joint Entrance Examinations
(JEE), those students who
pass both JEE Mains and
JEE Advance and make it to
the top 20 percentile of the
respective senior secondary
education boards are only eli-
gible for admissions in the
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT).

According to the CBSE,
the cut off score for the top
20 percentile for the general
stream is 391 (78.2 %). For
OBC it is 389; SC, 350 and,
ST, 338.

When the CBSE cut off
was declared on Monday,

many students who have
passed the JEE Mains could
not make it to the top 20 per-
centile; out them a majority
lost their dreams by a small
margin.

A JEE-Mains qualifier
from Kota, who did not wish
to be identified, said he had
scored 390 in the class 12th
CBSE exams - just one mark
less than the cut off but suffi-
cient enough to debar him
from seeking admission in
any IIT.

Shailendra Maheshwari,
director of Career Point
Coaching Institute in Kota,
said the CBSE cut off was
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—'s brutal shock
I\/\ams quahﬂers

A large number of students who qualified in the lIT Mains have failed to make it to CBSE’s top 20 percentile - a prerequisite for lIT admission

very high and deprived sever-
al deserving students the
opportunity to get into I1Ts.
The eligibility percentile
should be increased to 30, he
added.

Amit Ahuja, a counsellor
of Allen Career Coaching
Institute, Kota, informed that
those aspirants of JEE
Advance whose Class 12
score have fallen marginally
less than the cut off, can go
for a revaluation of their
papers.

He said they can also try
for admissions in the
National Insititute of
Technology.
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Indians to get foreign
- degrees sitting here

Pallam Raju says global education providers
will establish educational institutes here soon

TANIA AMEER KHAN

NEW DELHI: Clearing the air
about foreign educational insti-
tutions entering the Indian mar-
ket, Union Human Resource and
Development (HRD) minister MM
Pallam Raju has said that the move
‘was in the offing’

In an exclusive interview with
Millennium Post on Tuesday, Pallam
Raju said: T think it is very appar-
ent that there is a shortage of qual-
ity higher education capacity in the
country. In order to bridge that gap,
we must look at all kinds of chan-
nels. Definitely, foreign education
providers are one of those chan-
nels. That is the reason why the bill
(Foreign Educational Institutions
Bill) was introduced and the stand-
ing committee had its observations
regarding it

‘We are hoping that we will be
able to bring in foreign education

~providers to establish their educa-

tional institutes in India at an early
date, said Raju. Does this mean we
will soon get new institutes in India
that are affiliated to foreign univer-
sities? “That could be in the offing,
said Raju.

Pallam Raju, who was earlier
minister of state for defence, said
that working in the HRD ministry
was a very ‘enabling and positive
experience’ for him. ‘Both the minis-
tries have been a great experience for
me. I have learnt a lot in the ministry
of defense while the education min-
istry has an enabling environment,
where you can experiment and take
new initiatives, said the minister.
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BTech in six subjects on offer for
applicants to DU’s four-yr programme

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

APPLICANTS to Delhi Univer-
sity’s four-year undergraduate pro-
gramme can now seek a BTech de-
gree in six subjects — Computer
Science, Electronics, Food Tech-
nology, Instrumentation, Polymer
Science and Psychological Sciences
—on the completion of four years.

Miranda House, for instance,
will offer 30 seats in a BTech course
in Computer Science. “The course
has been re-crafted and it is on a
parwith computer science courses
offered at engineering institutes
across the country. The course is
open to students from science as
well as humanities and commerce
streams,” principal of Miranda
House Pratibha Jolly said.

Elaborating on the nature of
the course, she said, “The course
is predominantly software oriented
and involves the mathematical as-
pect of computer science. The
structure provides opportunities to
students to take up projects which
could address problems that are
relevant to the workplace.”

The curriculum for the course
on the university website talks
about the jobs that students can ex-
pect after completing the courses.
“Onexit after two years, astudent...
will be equipped with sufficient
knowledge to get an entry level jobs
asdata entry operators, laboratory
attendants, etc. After three years, a
student will... be fit for mid-level
industrial jobs such as like pro-
grammer, computer maintenance
and system administrators. After
fouryears, a student... will be fit for
all types of jobs in the IT sector,” it
said.

. )
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SECURING DU

FOR STUDENTS

B With the registration for
admission to around 54,000
undergraduate seats beginning on
Wednesday, DU has decided to
implement special security
measures in North Campus.

~ WFrom 9 amto 1 pm, traffic

Shaheed Rajguru College of
Applied Sciences for Women, on
the other hand, will offer BTech de-
greesin four subjects — Electron-
ics, Instrumentation, Food Tech-
nology and Polymer Science.

“The problem with the three-
year programme was that even
though students got jobs in the in-
dustry, the BTech degree was of use
only in some places. Now, the
BTech degree will put them on a
par with other students,” principal
of the college S Lakshmi Devi said.

“Designed to cater the needs
of the hour”, the contents of the

movement will be restricted on
Chhatra Marg, with effect from June
5to June 19.

. W Police will patrol the campus and

extra personnel, including women
officers, will be deployed.

B CCTV footage will be monitored.

Electronic course are such, that the
passing out students will be more
useful to the industry..., the univer-
sity website said.

SGTB Khalsa College will offer
two BTech degrees — Computer
Science and Electronics. “There
are 30 seats for Computer Science
and 20 for Electronics,” principal
Jaswinder Singh said.

“The content of these courses is
better than that in the three-year
programme. Unlike other engi-
neering programmes, project work
has also been embedded in the cur-
riculum,” Singh said.

|

COMMON
PRE-ADMISSION
FORM AVAILABLE
AT 18 CENTRES

MIRANDA HOUSE (North
Campus)

KIRORIMAL COLLEGE (North
Campus)

FACULTY OF ARTS (North Campus)
SWAMI SHARADHANAND
College (Alipur)

ZAKIR HUSAIN COLLEGE
(Jawaharlal Nehru Marg)

JT DEAN STUDENTSs Welfare Office
(South Campus)

PGDAV COLLEGE (Nehru Nagar,
Ring Road)

COLLEGE OF VOCATIONAL
STUDIES (Sheikh Sarai)
DESHBANDHU COLLEGE (Kalkaji)
ARSD COLLEGE (Dhaula Kuan)
GARGI COLLEGE (Siri Fort Road)

BR AMBEDKAR COLLEGE
(Yamuna Vihar)
SHYAM LAL COLLEGE (Shahadara)

VIVEKANANDA COLLEGE (Vivek
Vihar)

MAHARAJA AGRASEN COLLEGE
(Mayur Vihar Phase-l)

RAJDHANI COLLEGE (Raja
Garden)

SHYAMA PRASAD MUKHERJEE
COLLEGE (Punjabi Bagh)
BHAGINI NIVEDITA COLLEGE
(Kair, Najafgarh)




Aarti Dhar .

NEW DELHI: The University
Grants Commission - on
Tuesday constituted an ad-
visory committee to monitor
the progress of implementa-

tion of the new four-year un-"
programme

dergraduate
being relled out by Delhi
University.

The advisory committee,
chaired by UGC member and
former CSIR Director-Gen-
eral S.K. Joshi, will also offer
corrective advice on the issue
of curriculum.

The five-member commit-
tee was set up following a
meeting chaired by Union
Human Resource Develop-
ment Minister M.M. Pallam
Raju. The committee was set
up on the eve of commence-
ment of the programme.

The other committee
members are UGC member
and International Centre for
Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology director V. S.
Chauhan; Indian Council of
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UGC advisory committee to
track FYUP implementation

Five-member panel set up by University Grants Commission

® Panel will aid, advise UGC on DU initiatives in all
aspects of implementation of FYUP

® It will deliberate on any issues relevant to the
proposed FYUP, make sultabje recommendations

Philosophical Research
chairman Mrinal Miri; Tata
Institute of Social Sciences
director S. Parasuraman and
former Indian Institute of
Advanced Studies director
Bhuvan Chandel.

The four-year programme
is. facing stiff opposition
from a section of the acade-
mia and political parties.
Protests were organised by
different bodies evén as
some teachers of Delhi Uni-
versity and Members of Par-
liament made
representations to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
and President Pranab Muk-
herjee demanding its roll
back.

In a notification issued
here by UGC chairperson

Prof. Ved Prakash, the UGC
said the advisory committee
will “aid and advise it on the
initiatives of Delhi Universi-
ty in all aspects of imple-
mentation of the
programme”.

Citing the UGC Act, it
said: “The UGC can recom-
mend to any university the
measures necessary for im-
provement of university
education and advise the
university upon the action
to be taken for the purpose
of implementing such rec-
ommendations.”

The notification said since
the new undergraduate pro-
gramme entails a significant
departure from the existing
three-year  degree  pro-
gramme, “this needs to be

Page 13 of 19

monitored closely in the ini-
tial stages as well as later
semesters for its successful
implementation”.

The terms and reference
entail the committee to as-
sess implications of the un-
dergraduate programme for
the postgraduate degree
courses at Delhi University
as well as other universities.
The advisory committee
may give reports to the UGC
from time to time.

Along with tracking the
progress of implementation,
the committee will deliber-
ate on any other issues rele-
vant to the proposed
programme and make suit-
able recommendations.

Meanwhile, G.N. Saibaba
of the Joint Action Front for
Democratic Education (SC/
ST/OBC/Left) has said that
the move was an endorse-
ment of the “disastrous and
meaningless” course, adding
that they will impress upon
the committee to stop im-
plementation of the course.
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UGC for replication of
DU’s four-year format

Sets up panel to monitor implementation of
FYUP find ways to extend plan to other varsities

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

VEN as protests
Eagainst Delhi Univer-
sity’s Four-Year Un-
dergraduate = Programme
(FYUP) continue, the Univer-
sity Grants Commission, which
has so far backed the univer-
sityon the issue, on Tuesday set
up a five-member advisory
committee to “aid and advice”
iton the “initiative of DU in all
aspects of the implementation
of the programme”. The apex
higher education regulator
also asked the committee to
examine ways to replicate the
FYUP format in other univer-
sities across the country aswell.
Observing that while the
competent DU authorities
may have approved the four-
year programme, the UGC
order — signed by the Chair-
man — pointed out that there
have been some apprehen-
sions from some quarters on
the FYUP.
Acknowledging that the
shift to FYUP entails a “sig-
nificant departure from the

existing three-year degree
programme”, the UGC said
that it needs to be “monitored
closely” for its successful im-
plementation.

The UGCsaid the FYUP
plan may present some chal-
lenges, “both conceptual and
operational”, and therefore it
is desirable to institute an ap-
propriate mechanism to over-
see its implementation.

Far from considering a re-
view of the DU’s decision to
gowith the FYUP in the wake
of protests, the UGC is also
looking at ways to replicate
the programme across other
universities.

UGC Chairman Prof Ved

Prakash told The Indian Ex-
press that the committee
would look into ways to “scale
up” the FYUP format across
other varsities aswell.
“Besides monitoring the
implementation in DU, this
committee will look at
whether the format can be
replicated across universities
and scaled up, improved in
any manner. Since concerns
are at the same time being
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raised on the DU FYUP it
was also thought that a third
party be brought in to look
into the issue,” he said.

To be headed by former
director of CSIR, Prof S K
Joshi, the committee also has
Chairman of Indian Council
of Philosophical Research
Prof Mrinal Miri, UGC mem-
ber Prof V S Chauhan, TISS
Director Prof S Parsuraman
and former director of Indian
Institute of Advanced Studies
Prof Bhuvan Chandel.

This committee will sub-
mit its reports to UGC on the
FYUP from time to time.

The committee is ex-
pected to track the progress of
the implementation of the
FYUP in DU from time to
time, offer corrective advice
in matters pertaining to cur-
ricular, pedagogic or assess-
ment systems, assess implica-
tions of the FYUP for the
postgraduate programmes in
DU as well as other universi-
ties and deliberate on any
otherissue relevant to the pro-
posed FYUP and make rec-
ommendations.
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- UGC takes over distance edu body

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The University
Grants Commission (UGC)
has taken over the Distance
Education Council (DEC)
lock, stock and barrel.

 Thetakeover, underanad-
ministrativeorder, isin viola-

~ tion of the Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Open University Act,
1985. The DEC had come into
existence as an authority of
IGNOU under section 16 of
the act. However, on May 4,

IGNOU, through a notifica-

tion, repealed and deleted the
statute that provisioned for
the DEC.IGNOU’s action was
inthe wake of the HRD minis-

The DEC takeover is
in violation of the
IGNOU Act, 1985.
IGNOU deleted the
statute provisioning
for the DEC through
a notification issued
on May 4

try’s decision late last year
entrusting UGC to become
the regulator for higher edu-
cation through the open and
distance learning (ODL)
mode. Instead of recognition
fromthe DEC,now UGC’snod

~isneeded.

The DEC’s assets, liabili-

ties, regular manpower and
official records would be
transferred to the UGC on as-
is-where-is basis in order to
“ensure smooth transition
and carrying on of uninter-
rupted functioning of the
regulation of the ODL pro-
grammes/recognition proc-
essin the country.”

The DEC’s entire regular
manpower as on May 4, 2013
— except for temporary, con-
tractual and ad hoc employ-
ees — has been taken over by
the UGC on a “deemed depu-
tation” basis.

However, UGC member M
M Ansari has raised objec-
tions to the UGC takeover of

the DEC. He said, “The man-
ner in which the law framed
by Parliament has been sub-
stituted by a bureaucratic
process, to evade and avoid
meaningful discussion, calls
for a debate on the procedure
followed by the government.”
Ansariasked “whetheran
administrative order can
substitute the laws framed
through an act of Parlia-
ment.” He demanded that the
HRD ministry order giving
UGC the power to take over
the DEC be withdrawn. He
said that as proposed by the
Madhav Menon committee,
the DEC should be made an
independent authority.
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Je&= Advanced
2013: Ananalysis

About 1.5 lakh
aspirants for the
Indian Institute of
Technology and
other centrally
funded technical
institutes

aE eared for

JEE Advanced
on Sunday, June
2, held across
the country

he JEE 2013
Advanced paper, in
general, was diffi-
cult and several
notches above the
JEE Mains 2013. Students

have been confused about the

negative marking scheme,
and got nervous. Lined by
ambiguity in terms of inter-
pretation for some questions,
the other questions were
well-selected and at par with
the former IIT JEE
subjective papers.

The paper had very well-
curated questions, in terms

EDUCATION ABROAD

STUDY IN

World Ranking
Universities
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
American Degree Tronsfer Programme:
& UK, Conada, Austrelia Trensfers
July & September 2013

ntakes

ADMISSIONS OPEN
Engineering, Actuarial Sc.,

Media, It%ilms, PR, Bio,
E-Commerce, Architecture,

Psychology, Hospitality,
_Game Design, Finance ...
CAREERS N OPTIONS

SERVICES (P) LTD.

of speed, concepts and caleu-
lations. Overall, the paper
was at par with old IIT sub-
jective papers in terms of
application of concepts.

Paper Pattern
PAPER I: Total questions: 20
each (PCM); maximum
marks: 60 each (PCM)
Section 1-0 10 Multiple
choice questions (single
option correct).
No negative marking.
Section 2 - Five multiple
choice questions. (One or
more than one option cor-
rect), Has negative marking
Section 3 - Five
integer-type questions,
negative marking.

PAPER 2: Total questions -
20 each (PCM), maximum
marks - 60 each (PCM)

Section 1 - Eight multiple
choice questions (One or
more than one option
correct). Has negative
marking

Section 2 - Eight para-
graph type questions, four
paragraphs. Has negative

marking.

Section 3 - Four match the
column questions, Has
negative marking.

Subject-wise analysis:
PHYSICS:
Difficulty Level - Easy to
Moderate

Good Score - 32 plus
(Paper1) + 33 plus (Paper 2)

The easiest of all the
papers of JEE Advance in
2013. A lot of conceptual
questions were presert and
students with strong funda-
mentals would have no prob-
lems with the paper. An intel-
ligent paper to say the least,
with a few tricky questions,
in trademark IIT style.

MATHS:
Difficulty Level - Difficult
to Very Difficult
Good Score - 24 plus
(Paper1) + 26 plus (paper 2)
This section went back to
the good old days when the
mathematics paper (in II'T
JEE) was difficult and well
set, There were few single
option correct questions

which were awarded only 2
marks and were very lengthy.
The negative marking in the
one or more than one correct
questions added to the extra
pressure in an already diffi-
cult paper: There were some
speed breakers and some
questions which could have
been solved just by eliminat-
ing the options, Students who
have selected the right
questions to attempt will
definitely out-perform others.

CHEMISTRY :
Difficulty Level - Moderate
to Difficult

Good Score - 26 plus
(Paper 1) + 30 plus (paper 2)

Unlike JEE Mains, all three
sections (organic, physical
and inorganic chemistry) had
equal weightage. A few ques-
tions in organic chemistry
were based on concepts
which students say were out
of syllabus, and the overall
organic chemistry section
was difficult. Physical chem-
istry was the easiest of the lot
and had relatively straight-
forward questions, There

were no lengthy calculations
involved. Inorganic chemistry
was moderate with a few
tricky questions (especially in
paper 1). Some questions had
different interpretations in
Hindi and English language
which created confusion.

Overall Paper - Moderate
(o Difficult
Good Score - 95 plus
(paper 1) + 100 plus (paper2)
Students should congratu

late themselves on their hard
work of the last two vears.
The results of the paper is
not in your hands, but you do
deserve applause for your
efforts. The last two years,
with all the confusion about
the new format, board exam
weightage, and other contro-
versies, must have been ardu-
ous for you, the first batch of
the new JEE. Completing
this journey successfully isa
big achievement. Best wishes
for the results of JEE
Advance 2013. Let yoursell
loose and enjoy now!

Article courtesy Vipul

Mehta, lITian’s PACE
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ACollege boy hacks ICSE, ISC results

lmd\dﬁmyamdmtanmeaeom

KOLKATA: A 20-year-old Cornell
University student hacked into
the ICSE, ISC results on May 17,
the day they were announced
and has claimed to have

how the Counal for the Indian

perfo!

Debargho Das, a student of
computer science at the Ivy
League college, is currently
interning with Google USA. He
passed his ISC exam from La
Martiniere for Boys, Kolkata, in
2011. He reportedly hacked into
the council’s website on the
request of some juniors of his
alma mater to help them access

R =

DEBARGHO DAS, 20,
CLAIMED THE COUNCIL
HAD MANIPULATED
STUDENTS’ MARKS AND
POSTED HIS ‘FINDINGS'

the results before they were out.

“He downloaded the results
of ICSE, ISC schools across
India. He also ran analytics on
the data and compiled graphs
to show overall performance of
students. While he was doing
this purely to pass his time, he
was shocked to realise that the
data revealed that the council
had inflated marks and stan-
dardised them,” said a former
classmate who is currently

P-1

studying in St Xavier’s Mumbai.
Asked if hacking the council’s

website was unethical, Das’ friend,

who didn't want to be identified, -

sald. “Both Debargho and I agree

itis ethically wrong. But how can
the council have such poor secu-
rity for its server? We have math-
ematical calculations of the entire
original results data to show how
the council has been
with the marks of students at a
time when students are denied
admission in top colleges for a
fraction of marks. The council has
to answer its students”

Das reportedly also hacked
into the CBSE class 12 results,
but is yet to analyse the data.

The council’s chief executive
and secretary Jerry Arathoon
could not be reached for com-
ment despite repeated attempts.
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News television is
his latest venture
after II'T, IAS and

Gujarat Metro

AVINASH NAIR
AHMEDABAD, JUNE §

SANJAY GUPTA, IIT al former b at

business leader and now the man driving Gujarat’s Metro
project, has turned to television. Gupta, 49, launched
last month a 24-hour digital news channel, Jano Duniya,
a venture of his Neesa Group. It is the first Hindi na-
tional news channel to be aired from Gujarat.

A civil engineer from IIT Roorkee, Gupta joined the
TAS atage 22in 1985 and served 17 years during the pre-
Narendra Modi era. Even today, he is remembered in
the bureaucracy in Gujarat as a networking whiz, young
and high-flying, who served in various positions and
emerged a key player in the state’s power corridors. As
managing director of Gujarat State Petroleum Corpora-
tion from 199802002, he is credited with turning the PSU
around. He also played a key role in Gujarat State
Petronet Limited, which was set up in 1998 to complement
GPSC. He helped establish the intra-state gas transmis-
sion pipeline grid and a 160MW gas-based power project
at Hazira. Before that, he was managing director of
Tourism Corporation of Gujarat from 1995101997

He quit the bureaucracy in 2002. Shortly after Modi
had assumed office as the chief minister, the government
transferred Gupta to Gujarat Rajya Sangeet Natak Acad-
emy, leading to his resignation.

Gupta joined the Adani group as CEO. He had al-
ready set up Neesa Technologies Pvt Ltd in 2000. To-
day, his Neesa Group is a Rs-2,000-crore, pan-India
business conglomerate with varied interests. The Cam-
bay hotels are the flagship brand of the group, whose as-
sets includes six luxurious hotels and two golf properties.
Guptais the group’s chairman.

In April 2011, Modi brought Gupta back as chair-
man of MEGA (Metro Express between Gandhinagar
and Ahmedabad), the special purpose vehicle for the
Rs-15,000-crore project.

Soon after the ap-
pointment, the income

Cambay’s  properties
across the country and re-
portedly found unac-
counted assets. Gupta
approached the Gujarat
High Court against the
- searches; the court held
these were legal.
Gupta’s  company
foresees a “business op-
* portunity” for the news
and current affairs channels in the Hindi-speaking mar-
ket, with colloquial and regional flavour as the focus. It has
hired well-known journalists to run the show.

“The basic idea of launching a channel is plain busi-
ness. It makes business sense for me. Though the market
space is cluttered, the business model is proven,” said
Gupta. The channel can be viewed on local cable net-
works and on the internet, Gupta told The Indian Ex-
press Tuesday.

The free-to-air channel is headéd by Arvind Jha, also
the CEO atNeesa Technologies Pvt Ltd, aninformation

hnology and IT-enabled se pany

The channel will focus on the -speah'ngviw
ership in Gujarat, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. It
has targeted Mumbai, Delhi-NCR, Bihar and Jharkhand
for subsequent expansion.

“We currently have a 150-strong team for the channel
and are able to produce over 9-10 hours of programming
content,” Gupta said. Apart from news, the channel is tar-
geting coverage of fashion, philosophy, entertainment
and music, and technology.

“Funds for the channel have been sourced from the fi-
nancial markets and from entitieswho have aslew of inter-
ests,” said Gupta, adding it operates on a “low-cost
model” and is deslgncd to prowde “world-class news
content”. The ch 1's , www.janoduniya.tv, pro-
vides live streaming of news.

The Neesa Group conglomerate operates 16 compa-
nies in hospitality, agri-tech, food-processing, real es-
tate, education, IT, infrastructure, health, biotechnol-
ogy, energy and security solutions, together employing
more than 3,000. Gupta’s wife is a co-partner is some of
these ventures.




